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dle ſpectators of the flame, When 


emen Who happen to be much under their influence, as 

it this were an affair in which the clergy alone are con- 

cerned ; while yet tis manifeſt, that the intereſt of the __ 
gentlemen of Scotland is much more concerned than that 

of the clergy ; and they are generally ſenſible of itwhen 

, it1s reprevenicd ra thelle V oops 
The, raſh imprydent ſchemes purſued by ſome weak * 

zealots of the 16 8 hape contributed not à little tio 

make wiſe men averſe from concurring with them: but 

this ſhould not binder their contributing what they can for 


obtaining a wiſe regulation of this matter, different from 


1 


* 


that purſued by the zealots. I apprebend, that many of 

the geng]emen are not yet fully apprized of the miſerable 
late of this matter, according to the preſent laws; and 
of the fatal conſequences to be apprehended, if theſe-laws 
coptique unrepealed. Others ly Mill in this affair, fromm 
k their country, 


„ 


a baſe indifference about the intereſts o 


— 


or from a ſervile caution of offending thoſe in power, by * + 
taking any-ſteps to which they are not previouſly coii -. 
_ handed; left they ſhould loſe any little places or penſions _ 
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| It dyantages: . 
While yet they will not do the ingenuous friendly office of 
_ © repreſentipg EET to men in power, What the nation 

in general expects from them, the granüng of which would 
really ſettle their intereſt in the hearts of a great majority 
of ine gentry, 27 Fell ag of the Yergy," ang. populace, 


weß bold, orloſe their diffant hopes of ſuch a 


Px following conſideratiqaus are humbly offered to 
tbhe gentlemen of Scotland; firſt, on the preſent ſtate of 
pPatrönages, and the conſequenees to: be apprehended, if 
. ©. the laws continue as they are; and next are offered ſome 
_ = thoughts upon the importance of thoſe rights, which the 
geytlemen of Scotland haye' loſt by theſe laws. 
I. Fo apprehend well the preſent ſtate. of patronages, 
wee muſt reſume this matter from the reformation. At 
, that remarkable period, the whole femporalities of the 
chorch were reſumed by the crown and parliament ; and 
oon after, a new maintenance was ſettled for miniſters, 
in about 960 pariſh-churches, Yet in that irregular haſty 
fettlement the atronages were not aboliſhed by law: the 
Pa trons therefore of the old, ſplendid, Popiſh livings, 
itil claimed a patronage in the new-ſettled, poor ſtipends . 
for pariſh-miniſters. © The lords, or gentlemen, who got 
from the crown grants of the ſuperiorities and lands of 
old abbeys, claimed alſo the patronage of all the churches - 
, * Which were in the gift of thoſe abbeys, during Popery. 
The King too claimed the old patronage of the crown, and 
L thoſe of any eccleſiaſtic corporations not granted away. 
Ihe Scotch biſbops, whenſoe ver they came in, claimed the 
©  Patronages belonging in times of Popery to the Popiſh 
_ © ſees, But, upon the reformation, the eccleſiaſtic laws, 
vdr acts of aſſembly, confirmed alſo in parliament, requir- I 
| ec, in order to a ſettlement of a miniſter, ſome concur- 
Tence of the congregation, of the heritors and kirkſeſſion, 
before à presbytery could regularly ordain or inſtall 
the miniſter preſented, Frequent confuſions, no doubt, 

SF  — were occaſioned by the jarring of the patrons with the 
Presbyteries, or heritors: but the final deciſion of all ſuch 
Aebates in the ſettlement of churches, was, by act of par. 
125 , SN 749 oP 2 "a. 7h, x | 1 i , - e 8 . OX b liament 
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 . Jament, James VI. anno 1567, committed to the gener! 
- a aſſemhl7. 4 1158 7 ee PET neee, 1 77 18 > WS. 
Thus matters continued to the year 1649, when, by © 
act of parliament, patronages were aboliſhed / entirely, 
and the election or nomination of miniſters was committed 
to the 4ir4-/zſſions,' or elders; who, in thoſe days of uni- 
verſal ſobriety, and outward appearance at leaſt of reli-  _ 
0 gion among the Presbyterians, were generally the gentle- 
f men or heritors of beſt condition in the pariſhes, who 
f | were in communion with the church. After the reſtora᷑- 
e | tion of King Charles II. along with Epiſcopacy patronages' 
e || returned, yet under the old laws; and all debates were 
2 finally determinable by the general aſſembliet, which, eren 
„ ander Epiſcopacy, were the ſupreme cecleſiaſtic court. 
t Ibs they continued till the revolution, hen the Preſ- 
e | byterian model was reſtored by act of parliament. 
d I)! he Presbyteriau parliamenr, after the revolution, anno 
8, 1690, act 23. did firſt abrogate all laws eſtabliſhing the 
y right of patronage, and © ca/7, annui, and make void. 
le that power altogether ;? committing to the Heritars and 
s, | e/ders in the country, and to ene. toꝛun : council, 
ds _ &@nd elders, in boroughs, the right of electing the mini: 
ot ſters: and then, by a ſubſequent act, viz. the 29th f 
of | © the ſame ſeſſion, veſted all the ſupexiorities and rights of + 
es | _ the Scotch biſhops in the crown. Sure they never intend= 
y. . ed to include among them that right of patronage, which 
d by a former act was aboliſhed altogether: - There muſt 
y. | + be ſome other foundation for this claim of the crown, if 
ne | there be any at all. The patronages of the biſhops, _ 
ſh | were they to ſubſiſt at all, ſhould more naturally have 
s, | gone, with their other eccleſiaſtic powers, to the ſeveral 


0. _ TT» 


ir-  presbyteries ; as that right now deyolves, by the neglet 
ir- of any patron, to the presbytery. FFF 


n, | - Thus matters continued ina very peaceable eaſy manner 

all! till the year 1711; when the late Queen's miniſtry, in- 

br, | tending to defeat the Hanover ſucceſſion, took all methods 

he to haraſs ſuch as were firmly attached to it, which the 

ch  Presbyterian gentry and clergy ever were, both from 

r- principle and intereſt. An act therefore was obtained, re- 

ot  - [ſtoring patrons to their power, though in the malt direct 
C FT 
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# 6 ave he pablic dach 
pot the nation then given, in that ſacred treaty, upon which, | 
3H un ſonnded his Majeſty's tile to- the erowa af Scotland, 
And the very 


they chen were, in it: favour, to continue pnalterable for 
vyer, as it ſecured arꝶy thing elſe whatſoever. 


6: By this act, however, i in 1711. the King is now an. 1 


| _ſefhow- of the patronage of above 35 churches, out of 


230: having not only the old patronage of the crown, 
but many patronages acquired at the reformation, not 


"Rt yet aſienated; all the patronages of the fourteen biſhops; 


And all the patronages of the lords forfeited in 1715 43 
aucl theſe patronages may all be uſed for any ſuch pur- 

poſes as the miniſters of ſtate ſhall adviſe. Of the re. 

waining churches not in the King's gift, there are near 

200 in the patronage of ſome lods, who ſametimes have ; 
not one foct of land in the pariſhes, nor any rents or in- 

_ tereſt whatſoever ib them, or, at beſt, but ſome triſling 
feu · duty, ot free teinds; and this by virtue of ſume odd 


. grant to their anceſtors, of the ſuperiorities of ſonfe ab- 


deys or convents; or by ——_— this, among ſome 
© ich their anceſtors 
hase ſtjuandered away ſome ages ago. The magiſtrates 

ot lome few boroughs are patrons of ſome of their ehurch · 
es. But chere are not 150 pariſnes in Scotland, where 
tte patronage is in any gentleman of conſiderable eſtate. 

or nalutal intereſt in the pariſhes, to whom it is of any ̃ 


other litile ſuperiorities over lands, 


real cotiſequence, as to himſelf, whether the miniſter be 


L 4 perſon ot eee diligence, or * ahilties- in his of. : 


"The inilchicfs 5 patronage are but bmi ; to Par. 
- The patrons cannot yet ſucceſsfully preſent men. 


— 


: parliament of Great Britain itſelf, This: 
Toeaty as ſacrediy and ſolemnly ſecured. to the church of 
S⸗cotland alk its rights and privileges, and all the laws, as 


. : of bad morale, or make fimannical bargains, though ſome ; 


attempts of this kind-are talked of d. The presbyteries, 5 | 


aud ſome heritors, are not yet tame enough to quit their 


e fenlements upon preſentations are ene 
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Reſon of thoſe forfeited i in 1 745. 2 
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1. , not yet current ſaleable goods; a ſilly, vitious, ar gro- 
ſly-impudent proſentee, may be defeated. The genmmy, 
tho too john. about the: affair in general, or about the 
_ » obtaininpia new law, yet when v ſottlement, cnntraryto 
their inclinations, 4s a«forcing upomthem in:theirtomn pa- 
rilnes, ſhew abundant} zeal. ini the particular eaſe. is 
dieplorable, that che populace, who have little judgment 
about the abilities of men, generaiiy piteh upon as weak 
candidates cas the patrons do, nay, ſometimes upon Worſe: 
and the gentlemen who oppoſe the S ; 4 
them, and allow them greater;power than /incproportion 
to their abilities of diſcernment. Men muſt non ſuhd - 
Vid into parties, ho are oppoſing a ſuperior p. 
I The presbyteries generally too oppoſe a preſentation, un- 
leſs they ean bring a tolerable eoncurrence of tho pariſh; 
ſometimes chieſſy regarding the heritors; and ſometimas 
che elders alſo and people. There are generally yet great 
ſtruggles in tis matter. But if the humour incneaies a-. 
mong the gentry of deſpiſing their own —̃ä v— 
ter; and. if, along with theircrights, thoſe of the 
teries, and other: — tienes, /abis confirmed by | 
adds of parliament, muſt be given up to gratif the pa- 
Ttons, the presbyteries and elders, thus deſertet by hie 
| gentlemen, will ſoon be wearied out, eſpecially if deti- 
5 ſions of the lords of the ſeſſion run againſt them 2 chemin, 
nſt every preſentation will paſs current, and take dafs, 
e without oppoſuion, and when this happens, the naturdlt 
1 Ne of ſuch a ſettlement of ebe 
| $ lora . 
by Inſtead of fludying: dete of manners, piety, di- 
gente, or literature, one or other of which qualities are 
no neceſſary to recommend the candidates tothe favour 
of theritors,: elders, or presbytery, the candidate's: fole 
I ſtudy will be to: ſtand right in politics, to males is zeal 
for the mini ſtry ef ſtate conſpicuous; or by all ſervilè com- 
pPliance with the humour of ſome great lordwho bas ma. 
ny churches in his gift, Whether that humour be virtu- 5 9 
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ous or vitious, to ſecure a preſentation from him. n + 
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55 Tm carry the bill A or ny Py . 


ae e Fil. be rider and pac ng in the _ 
"Az of literature, of agentlemanly education, can af - 
ford nothing for a ſmall ſtipend; the whole of which can - 


is dot maintain him in the way of life he muſt lead, or pro- 
5 vide him with books for his further improvement. The 


illiterate Wretch, who never was aacafloined to * 
way of life than a ploughman, who deſires no 


2 books, or learned converſation, or ſocie = with genile- 
meg, he is the ſure purchaſer; he can ſub 
dirty pounds per annum; to him this is a ſufficient living, 


on twenty or 


nay his condition is raiſed; he can allow the other half of 
„his ſtipend to run on for eight or ten years to diſcharge 


"the fimoniacal debt. In better livings of 90 or 1001. per 
annum, the bargain may be better: the price may be 
three or four hundred pounds Sterling; a ſum not de- 5 5 


ſpicable to ſome very honourable families in Scotland, or 


gteat court · favourites. One muſt expect, whenever pre- 
lentations take effect without obſtruction, that this will be 

he caſe ordinarily in this country, where there is ſo much 
_ "Indigence; and then the Scotch clergy will be the mot - 


. ſet of churchmen in Chriſſendam. 


Many of che gentry who depend on the preſent wini- 
£44 fliers of ſtate, and have their favour, are very keen in 
tte cauſe of patronages ; tis the power of their patrons 
| they are ſupporting. Little do they think of the incon- 
. . Nancy of power, or favour at court; what they now are 
building: up, may hereafter be the ſupport and defence 
of their enemies, upon a change of favour, The ene - 
mies tothe preſent miniſtry, however many of them ap- 


pear keen for the repeal of the patronage act, yet would 


be grie ved if it ſucceeded under the preſent miniſtry; 
© "they: well know how popular an a& it would be to reſtore 
ſio valdable a right to the body olle gentry in Scotland: 


they know, that the whole odium of the refuſal will ſtill 


1 fall upon thoſe in power, and thoſe only. No artiſice 


the miniſters of ſtate can uſe will ſcreen, them from it; i 


2 the bill is defeated, it is by their. means, however they 


2 allow a friend or two to vote for it. | They could ea- 
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4 Jord or e may — to Saint rae: 
roll rs againſt the bill; but tis well known, that if 1 
court were hearty for it, theſe very lords, rather 2 5 A 
loſe their places or penſions, would be the firſt movers for 
the repeal. The repeal indeed would diminiſh a little, 
and but a very little, the power of the preſent miuiſtt 
to oblige friends by a preſentation from the crown now. * 
and then. But till the heritors, elders, people, and J 
clergy have forgotten more thoroughly their ancient right 
this power is not ſo very conſiderable; It may indeed 
hereafter become pretty great, and obtain to ſome future 
miniſters perhaps four or five years purchaſe of near/two 
thirds of the church-revenues of — as they fall 
vacaut. er 
- I's ſubmitted to all inipartind man wherhos; that e 
in 1711 was not the moſt direct breach of the moſt ſolemm 
public faith in the articles of union? and Whether it can 
be very glorious in the miniſters or friends of a Proteſ- 4 
I unt prince of the Hanover- line, to retain that claim, ſo 
54 oppreſſive to the church of Scotland, which was intro- I 
duced by the enemies of that illuſtrious family, on pur- 
pep to diſtreſs and raiſe diſſenſions in the church of Scot- 4 
land, becauſe of their ſteady erer to their ſueceſſi. «4 
on, when it Was in great yrs wh 8 7750 HRT 4 1 
W_ 4. to hd importance of thoſe views — Denton . 
of Scotland are deprived of by that law reſtoring patron- 
ages: Rights are of importance, according io mens noti- 
ons of life: what affects religion, is of importance to the 
religious: but to all men it is of importance, to have 
ſome power to ſerve their friends, or the men they e- 
ſteem and love. Suppoſe a man of fortune void of all re- | 
ligion,' or regard to piety and virtue; yet he muſt deſire 
ſuch power of every kind. Would not any gentleman 1 
think himſelf highly injured, were he deprived» of his 
right of voting in the meetings of the ſhire," about chuſ- 
ing the collectors of the ceſs, or any other civil matters? | 
And yet this is but one vote among 50 or 6 votes, or 
* 90 or 100, in 3 . of ſmall 1 
What 
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| lead ninety nine . loſe — — he 


riſe in a little time from the preſent laws. 
inſiſt on arguments from ſeripture, and the innumerable 


: ab ion then- be 


All influence in elections to places of greater value, in e- 
lections where each one had a vote among eighteen or 


wwenty voters, nay,” ſometimes among” far fewer? Fhis 
is the caſe as to elections of pariſh- miniſters. What is it 
tio have the votes of almoſt all who have avy natural con- 


cern in ſuch matters ſtruck off; to have near two thirds 


of ſuch places diſpoſed of by a miniſter of ſtate, or ſome 


favourite of his, while the beſt gentlemen in the country 


re mere eyphers in chis matter Which ſo nearly concerns 


them; and the remaining third part of ſuch places in the 


1 1. of a few lords and gentlemen, who often have no e- 


te or intereſt in the pariſhes? The moſt difagreeable 


man, who has perhaps affronted a gentleman, may be ſet⸗ 
Hed under his noſe as a ſpy upon him, by a court-inte- 

neſt; 30D by ſome difaflefed lord, becauſe of the gentle- 
man's good affection to the king and his miniſtry. Tis 


ſurpriſing that the gentry of Scotland are not more aware 


: 2 of the conſequences of all this, as a civil nA Eran | 
[ nk from all religious conſiderations. * 


As to thoſe who have ſome regards a reges, they 
cannot be at a loſs in ſeeing the miſchiefs which muſt a- 


Let divines 


feyere canons in the early and leſs corrupt ages of the 


| church: E ſnggeſt only thoughts of common prudence. 


_ +, Can a miniſter of flate at London know the characters 
of our: probationers for the miniſtry in the church? Is it 


do be expected, that his dependents and favourites, in ſo- 


hciting by his means for a regal preſenration, will ordi- 
narily regard conſcientiouſly the moral characters and a- 
bilities of the candidates? Is there no danger of ſecret con 
tracts of a very infamous nature? If a candidate is relat- 
ed to one who has ſome votes in the ſhire for members of 
parltament, or has great intereſt in a borough, may 
not he generally obtain a regal preſentation from a mini- 


ſter of ſtate, without any regard to merit? nay, may not 


men of — in ſhires or boroughs hs make conditional = 
NE; preſentations? *Tis certain there be 
2 N ſome 


CCC 
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; bond abuſe made * miſtakes may happen upon the 


a hardly will a number of perſons ſome way concerned in 


nr 


beſt ſchemes of church · ſeiilements: but let any man g 
common candour conſider whether the dangers of prefen« 


tation of worthleſs, immoral}, or weak, mean men, be 
not incomparably greater according to the'preſent ſtate 


of patronages, than in almoſt any ſcheme which was ever 


deviſed. If miniſters are to be choſen by the men of | 


property in the ſeveral pariſhes, in conjunction with the 


elders as repreſentatives of the people, is chere any ſuch 


hope of ſucceſs to a vitious or deſpicable creature? How 


the character of their miuiſter, be either u nacquainted 


with it, or concur in electing an infamous — Can 


miniſters of ſtate, or great. lords living at London, or i | 
remote parts of Scotland, have ſuch opportunities of in- 


formation, or ſuch intereſt in ſettling agreeable diligent 
wiſe men? Can a ſimoniacal bargain, be a ſecret which 


is contracted with ten or a dozen of electors? There is 


no compariſon in theſe points. Would: heritors, elders; 
presbytery, or people, ever have chofen chat furnicarion 
bero who is lately excommunicated ? It is well known that 
kirk-ſeſſion, presbytery, ſynod, and people, long oppoſ- 


ed his ſettlement, till at laſt the want of legal proof of Fes 


levant immoralities, and the greardeference to that tru 


noble and great lord the patron, brought them to a ſort 


of N compliance. When ſuch an inſtance Hap 


pened by the preſentation of that moſt noble lord, whole. 


— — good - will and affection to che church of Scet 


land, whoſe ſuperiority to all baſe temptations of money 

are ſo well known, what may be dreaded n 1 

ther patrons of very different characters? 17 
Is it nothing to the gentlemen of — to — 


long with their lands, to their beirs a #atural hereditary 


influence among their: neighbours, by which they can re- 
ward any wiſe ingenious ſober ſcholar, who, by faithful 


diligence as a tutor, has formed the minds of their heirs 
to knowledge and virtue? What when a worthy kinſmaa 


takes to that way of life in the church ? If a gentlemans 
relations are unworthy or vitious, unfir for that ſacred of. 
tice, men of eſtates will not get che ooneurrenee of other 
bp LE heritors 
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| ery. ' Bat when the 
Kinſman is really worthy and pious, is it nothing to have 
ſome influence in obtaining to him a comfortable ſupport? 
Muſt this whole power be confined to the king and ſeven 
or eight lords? As to the few boroughs where magiſ- 
trates and council are now r eee, churches, 
or ſome of them, they have their own friends to take 
care of: country-gentlemen cannot have any expeRation 
from them. ls it the true Scotch ſpirir, to love to be 
ſuppliants for every thing, to cringe to men in power ra- 
ther than to have a natural power of their own, a few 
bene ca populi, to be obtained by their favour? =» 
Ils it to be expected, that men of fortune, thus depriv- 
ed of what was eſtabliſhed to them as their right by the 
moſt ſolemn faith of the moſt ſolemn treaty incorporating 
two nations, will think themſelves concerned to regard or 
to ſupport the credit and influence of preachers forced 
upon them without their conſent? And when miniſters are 
thus neglected by men of fortune in the pariſh, and per- 
-haps aftronted, (as the paſſions of men in a juſt cauſe 
may often lead them farther than they ought), is it to 
de expected that miniſters will not ſoon too be deſpiſed by 
the populace, and loſe all influence with them as to any 
thing of piety or virtue in their manners? 1 need not en- 
large upon theſe miſchiefs; they are abundantly known 
in ſome places already; and all who have any regard to 
religion, muſt think it a matter of conſequence to pre- 
vent them for the furure. © ets ee 
In whatever light we conſider this matter, it cannot ap- 
Pear as a thing indifferent. ls it not of ſome importance 
to gentlemen, to have a miniſter capable of entertainin 
them agreeably in public with rational and edifying diſ- 
courſes? Is it nothing to gentlemen, particularly to ſuch 
as reſide in the country, to have a miniſter they could 
make a friend of, a man of letters and good ſenſe, one of 
ſiocial virtuous diſpoſitions of mind, who hath had the 
advantage of a liberal education, and not only knows 
_ books, but men and good puny ? Would not a gen- 
tleman alfo value one who underſtands and teaches the 


ue principles of religion and morality to his _— 


Pl 


% ð ͥ 0 nf d Io oh ⅛⁵7ode e as ach 


a 


E 


— 
a 


his family, his nt 1 is bis + neigbt bourhood, and 


who does what he can by his life and doctrine to form 


their tempers and lives in the moſt effeddual manner, for 
promoting their own happineſs, and being good members 


of ſociety; one who is capable of giving wiſe advices, / 


reconciling variances, promoting peace and love, and 
bath a juſt influence for advancing theſe good ends? Ab- 
ſtracting even from Chriſtianity and a future ſtate, don't 
theſe things well deſerve the care and attention of any 


page of thought and conduct? And is it not there- 


e of ſome conſequence to have ſome influence in their 


| pariſhes in the choice of a right miniſter? And if we | 


ſuppoſe that gentlemen have a real regard to piety and 
our holy Chriſtian religion, as God be thanked there are 
ſtill many ſuch. in Scotland, they have ſtill m N 
reaſon to be ſolicitous in this matter. 

1 ſhall not ſay much of the preſent bill in depend 


or other ſchemes propoſed. It is plain the bill propoſed 
would effectually prevent many of thoſe evils which ariſe 
from patronage, If it took place, ſettlements would ge- 
nerally be according to the inclinations of the principal 
men of intereſt in each pariſh, who could give moſt cre- 


dit and influence to the miniſter, and contribute moſt to 
his encouragement in his work; and theſe men of i inte- 
reſt, generally ſpeaking, would bring the tenants and in- 


| ferior people along with them; ſo that unhappy debates 


and diviſions about ſettlements would be i in a great mea- 


ſure prevented. There are few pariſhes in which there 
would not be ten or twelve electors; there generally 
would be three times that number. The people would 
be repreſented by the elders, and hold a like eccleſiaſtic 


liberty to that they have in civil matters. Simony would 
de generally impracticable. Immoral or weak men egal 


have ſmall hopes of admiſſion. 


If that bill paſſed, 1 ſhould not tao of FRG 2 great 


improvement among the Scotch clergy in a few years. 


More of the younger ſons of gentlemen would ſtudy divi- 
nity, and ſuch would have better hopes of being ſoon-ad- 
mitted into livings. Their better education and intereſt, 
ou hole! Parrimoniony would obtain more eſteem — in- 

* 


| 


| . among the gentry. as well as among the people, 
ers to the better ſort in general, e 2 Young 
li 


Nor would the ſons of gentlemen have any reaſon 
deſpiſe this way of life. To every wiſe and virtuous man 
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gentlemen in their education and conduct in life. 


25 1 
12 
. - 5 
. 


this office muſt appear to be of the moſt uſeful tendency, 
wherein a'man may at leaſt propoſe to do as much good 


to his fellow-creatures, as in any other of the middle ſta- 


tions of life whatſoever ; and therefore it has the juſteſt 
claim to eſteem and reſpe& among mankind, And it may 


be faid in genera, that bad as we are, it muſt be omg 
e ö 


to the preſent misbehaviour of clergymen themſelves 
they want as much regard (among people at leaſt of or- 
dinary thought and diſcretion) as ought 451 ol | 


to defire. And though indeed their livings be but ſ 


in compariſon of thoſe in the neighbouring countries, or 
rather that they are more equally divided, and no very 
eat 'benefices among them; yet ſuch as they are, they 


don't ſeem to be below, even in a civil account, gentle- 


mens younger ſons, or even the eldeſt ſons of many of 
them; At a moderate computation one with another, 
including glebes and manſes, they may be reckoned about 
eighty pounds per annum. Pray how few gentlemens ſong 


malte more in their different ways of life; even thoſe of 
our other learned profeſſions, lawyers, attorneys, phyſi- 
cians, ſurgeons, how few of them would not chearfully 


give their yearly profits by their buſineſs for eighty 
pounds? Where one makes more in Scotland, I believe I 


may venture to ſay three make leſs. And what is a great 


advantage to miniſters is, that what they have is ſure, at 
leaſt not expoſed to ſuch terrible viciſſitudes or ſuch pre- 


carious circumſtances as the fortunes of moſt other people 


are. Beſides, much depends upon that ſobriety and re- 
gularity of life, both at home and abroad, which their 
character in a particular manner requires, and enables 
them to live better upon their ſtipends, than moſt other 
. in à different way, upon the like ſum, and a good 
If gentlemens ſons were educated this Way, a op 


the clergy for doing good, I wiſh that much more caution 


would naturally be put to lads of 


# 


mean parentage and 


eircumſtances, directing their views to the miniſtry z hz 


of whom indeed ſhould be encouraged or recommended 
by gentlemen and miniſters, and puſhed through ſchools 
and colleges, as too many ſince the revolution have been, 
unleſs there be evidently ſomething uncommonty brighe 
and promifing in their genius. For the intereſts of reli 
gion and virtue, and the reaſonable credit and influence of 


may be ufed this way for the future. For this reaſon it 


is to be deſired, that ſome regulation were made about 


bucfaries, that ſome were ſuppreſled altogether, and two, 
three, or four others were joined in one, to be a hand- 


ſome encouragement not below any young man of real 


merit. Some method, 1 hope, will be fallen upon for this, - 


But in the mean time it is one thing indeed that very much 


recommends this bill to me, that, by 22 ſettlements, 
chiefly into the hands of the principal men of intereſt in 
the pariſhes, it will encourage a greater number of virtu- 
ons and ſtudious young gentlemen to take to this way of 
life, which is contemptible upon no account, if it be not 
perhaps thought ſo by reaſon of fo many people of very 

mean birth and fortune having got into it. Aud this is 

what I think very well deferves the conſideration of the: 


Scotch gentry, thoſe particularly of the middle kind; aud 


ſhould alſo excite the concern of all thoſe who with well 
to the advancement of all valuable and uſeful improves 
ments among the clergy. _ Ef 149 955 
There have been many other ſchemes propoſed about 
the ſetilement of churches, every one of which is liable 


to inconveniencies, and I am far from thinking the one 


propoſed in the bill is altogether free of them. Tet I 
would prefer it to the moſt I have ſeen, particularly to 
ſuch as put it wholly or chiefly in the hands of the popu- 
lace. Inſtead of many reaſons, 1 ſhall only name one 
why I would do ſo, viz. that the populace: are by no 
means the fitteſt and beſt judges of miniſterial qualiſicati - 


ons. ' Preaching, for inſtance, is one main thing to be 


noticed in a right choice. Now, what kind of preachers 
are they whom the yulgar chiefly admire? Why, chief- 
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lythoſe who ſtrike their outward ſenſes i i the ſtrongeſt c 
manner, ſuch as have the moſt noiſy and ſtrange vocifera- 


tion, uſe the moſt violent action and ey or ſuch as de- 
c 


claim moſt againſt ſuperiors in church 
the warmeſt-zeal about little things. They may live well 


- efiough\with- miniſters of another character. But ſuch 
elergymen as theſe: now deſcribed will be generally the 
greateſt idols of ne though they are poſſeſſed 

of little learning, ſenſe, or moderation, or any other 


and ſtate, and ſnew- 


good qualities. Now, if the choice of miniſters were 


chiefly in the vulgar, I would be much afraid this would 
be one bad effect among others, that it would be too vio- 
lent a temptation to preachers in order to gain the ap- 
plauſe of the electors, to ſuit themſelves to their mean 
aud depraved taſte. A habit of this kind is ſoon contract- 
ed, and the effect of it very charming to many minds; 
and indeed it is a much more eaſy taſk than to gain the 

rational approbation of gentlemen of virtue and diſcern- 


ment. But alas! need I ſay of what vaſt prejudice this 
would be to all elegant and valuable ſtudies ? and what is 


much more to be conſidered, a very great loſs to the in- 


tereſts of true religion and virtue? 


But not to argue upon 


more uſe to notice, that by mens diſagreeing about the 


different ſchemes in any good deſign, the whole is often 


defeated. It were heartily to be wiſhed that all would 


— 


lemen of eſtates. Tis a grand advance to remove once 
the old inveterate evil of patronage; amendments ma7 
perhaps be more eaſily obtained herepfter, if they are 


unite in che one already propoſed in parliament, even 


though they don't think it the beſt poſſible, No ſcheme 
will prevent all inconveniencies; and none will ever lye- 


ceed which does not allow a great influence to the gent 


found neceſſary. - Tis ſtrange folly to be contriving va- 


rieties of ſchemes, while it is yet ſo uncertain whether a- 
mp alteration is really intended by thoſe who alone can 
accompliſh it. I can't bur ſuſpect all as enemies in their 
Hearts to this repeal, who are not willing to accept that 


bill with all gratitude to God and our civil governors, 


whatever better plans they may fancy : and ſetting afoot 


im 
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other ſchemes, it may be of 
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impracticable ſchemes, ſuch as cannot be expeſted from 
the legi/lature, mult be a ſtratagem of the ſecret enemies 
of the whole defign,. by which weak honeſt men are to 
 Honelt men who wiſh well te che country and king, and 
to the church of Beotland, ſhould not, upon any delay of 
. their n run violently agaiaſt the king. or ibhoſe be 
. thinks fit to employ, Enemies of the church may iuſti- 
gate them to this conduct, on purpoſe to defeat the re · 
peal of -patronages. This conduct oftner floms from a 
actious ambitious ſpirit, than from real love to our coun- 
try. But it is hoped the friends of the administration will 
ſeriouſly conſider the danger to the country from ſuch 
continual ferments; the terrible evils to be feared from 


dle patronages when they come to take effect without op- 


poſition; the corruptions of the elergy, and the neglect 
of religion and ſobriety of maaners among che poople, 
When unreſtrained by a clergy, grown deſpieable or hiata - 
ful to them; and the advantages which would ancrne to 
the body of the gentry from obtaining cheir old righi a- 
gain; while yet the patrons, if they ate men of oſtates 
in the pariſhes, would ſtill have an influence almoſt equal 
to patronage, of a more neighbourly and gaioly ſort. I 
theſe things be well conſidered, and repreſentad to the 
miniſtry by thoſe who Rand well with them, ſuch appli- 
cations could not well want ſucceſe . 
At the quarterly meetings of the ſhires, are there none 
on the court · ſide, who have ſuch regard for their coun» 
try and church, as to concert proper repreſentations or 
petitions about chis matter? Muſt every thing popular, 
every motion in favour of the country, of the body of the 
gentry, of the church, ever take its riſe among gentle 
men diſaffected to the adminiſtration? Ahn: 
I might mention many other conſiderations to ſhew that 
it is of conſequence to gentlemen to countenance the cler · 
gy of Scotland more than they do; to improve their con- 
dition; to chuſe men of learning and manners. Moſt 
gentlemen are ſolicitous to have their ſons ſober and vir- 
tuous; and yet where religion, and thoſe employed in 
religious offices, are ſo generally neglected and apc 
„ 1 _ the 


1 


24 18 3 


dhe will ever look upor a ſobriety, and vir- 
0 | nab young ene qualities neceſſary only i in the mob, or 
6 _ teachers of the mean populace. 
Were clergymen pleading for more power, n 
| angmenrations of their ir by burdening further the 
entlemens"eſtutes, che laity ſhould be on their guard, 
when the point aimed at is the enlarging the power 
of the body # he landed gentlemen, it is ſtrange that 
any of the gentry ſhould oppoſe them, or refute their 
- concurrence, except. thoſe few who have great Patron- 
"0m: themſelves. 

The direct pleading for patrofiages? in Scotland is ſo o- 
dious to all men of piety, that not one of the clergy, not 
à King's chaplain, or litician-clergyman among them, 
\ dared to open his mouth in favour of them in their aſſem- 
blies or ſynods, how much ſoe ver ſome ſuch are ſuſpect- 
ed to favour them ſecretly, through confidence in their 
court-favour; in hopes to get regal preſentations to cou- 
Am and tools of their own. All boneſt men among the 

y abhor them; though the high ſpirit (I call it fo 
Ther than pride) of ſome of them makes them lie by, 
out of indignation that ſome weak hot men have got a 
| gre ter following among the populace, and greater in- 

nence in ſynods and aſſemblies. 1 hope good and wiſe 
men will conquer this low reſentment, and be no longer 
inactive in ſo good a cauſe, the ſueceſs of which is their 
hearts deſire and prayer to God; though they ſhould not 
have the glory among the populace of any ſuccefs which 
may enſue, or of any honeſt efforts whether they ſucceed 
or not. A faithful repreſentation from ſome of the wiſ- 
er and calmer men in the church, would contribute much 


more to advance the _ chan 19 meu of multi- 
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* 1% Ppncorennr, 5 
8 3 Nane of Minifers. © 
—  . Mew 2 13 Meſſ. John White gh 
22885 R DL. 1 John White, nr. WA 
Earlſton . 4 L John Dalziel / 8 
Midholm '+' | 05 en 325 Arnot 


Norham nu nf 00 Gi > Janes Moriſon 


Michael Arthur 
J edburgh* lohn Robertſon. © | 
 Hawick A John Loung 4 2700, 
—_— -**; I» John ed. 
Gateſham r Vacant 1 


N. B. Wi app ſed: ar there are ſeven or eight 
vacancies in this ynod, Which are not marked aboye. 

In conection « this Synod, there are four congte· 
gations in England, moſt af whom are Scotch. 

In Ireland they have two Presbyteries, conſiſting of 


3 


eight ſettled congregatians, each, and ſeveral vacancies, | 


In America, they, have ten Miſſionaries, at Penſylrania | 
and New York. Z 241106 

They have thirteen Probationers and ſeven young | 
men yon ang" 2d age 9 CL 
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| Edinburgh 1 Meſſ. James Bain 
Dunſe Alexander Simſon 
Jedburgh 5 Alexander Bell 


Falkirk a Michael Boſton 


Dalkeith *7 © * Alexander Hutcheſon, | 
Couper of Fife Laurence Bonar 
Largo ö ERobert Paterſon 
Kilſyth Iuohn Graham 
Kilmaronock | „ =. 
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Glaſs 9 ee Meſſ. William Cruden 70 
Dun us e Gillelpic i 
Anderſton | V Joſeph Neil / * BY 
Campbelltown _ Bobert Finkerton 10 
e „ . 
er ee 1 Eg James n 
Irvine 1 0 * 1 3 535 kn nt Vacant 5 3 = 


OLD PRESBYTERIAN DISSENT RS. mo 


Sandbills near Glaſgow” Meff. John M Millan . 
9 near Dumfries John Courtas te IR FEY 
Pentland. 7 John Thorbura 
Douglas John Fairley | „„ 
Edinburgh * e James Hall 8 10 * 1 
EKircaldie James Krell e 
Derhm Juoba Arnet e 
COT £4 Vacant” Tis 8495 5 
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„ 1. n Jn 
wh 15 | 5 41 e hd 
2 EE hes Ailociated diana abs of forty. two 
ſettled congregations, aud ſenenteen ,yarancics: in 
All, fifty nine — 3 Rm are ſerved by. Forty, 


INN miniſters. ODOR 4 TR aliaſes watt 


The Anübürgbef Ae 87000 conſiſts of vi 1 5 1 
ſeren congregations, including ſixteen Vacancies, . whoſe 
names are known, , beſides which it is ſuppoſed. thar) 

-there are ſeven or eight, vacancies belonging to. 

Synod, whoſe names are not known, therefore they ; are 
= © not brought into the followipg calculations, . but this 
= Synod i is reckoned at nitety ſeven congregations; Which 

A4 are ſerved by ſeventy-ſeven miniſters, and thirteen. Probe» 
| tioners, "beſides which they, had ſexen 0 e en. on 

trials in harveſt fall. an 36, 
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I four congregations in Englan 
m America, at Penlſylyania 
it are connected with this, 87 


2nd. New-York, al i of, hom 
od. yn 115 
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ons, which are ſetved by fonrteen mihiſters. 
petit Diffenters dure ſev IND p 


gations, and five vacagejes, iu all, nipe ee 


, The Ola:Prevb | 
= | congregaions and two vatancies ; in all nine er 
ons, which are ſerved by a. miniſters... - 


. Blair-Loggie, Kinglaſſie, Fettercairn, Edin - 
burgh and Glaſgow, who are not connected Wich any o 
ile above parties. 5 3 eig 


+ © 


0 The * Total in the erkenn is 1 15 1 1 fected congre- 
l h FL N * 


There are two. Presbyterys i in Ireland, of pres mini- f 
- fters and congregations. belon 59 8 to each Prasbytery, 
and eight Miffionaries 


The Relief Synod ronfiſts of 1 ſettled eule“ 4 
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- "Beſide the above there are large congregations at. lance: 


0 
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maintaining tbe Seceſſion, we muſt conſider. 
Firſt, The ſums of money, which are ſunk in outcbaf- 


ag 7. 5 building a Manſe and Meeting-houſe for 


ad. 30 yacancien; . in All 190 congregations || - 
4 8 1 W ich are ſettled already or ſeparared from other 
— « congregations, and eds for this purpoſe : 
at pte ſent they are e by 147 nen beſide web. | 
bationers. „ 
In order to make 2 juſt eſtivate of the expence.of 1 


theſe congregations, ang. providing a Gow * | 


. $i 5 


Secondly, We muſt conſid, er the: FORT, expences of | 


theſe congregations in paying miniſters ſtipends, officers 
and precentors ſalaries, in providing communion elements, 
in paying for their miſſionaries abroad, in giving aſſiſt- 


ance to tlie miniſters i in England and Ireland, whoſe con- 


regations are not able to maintain» them; and the 
Lllowiog articles muſt likewiſe be taken into the annual 
expences. Iiſt, The occaſional ſervices performed by the 
people to their miniſter, ſuch as plowing his glebe and 
otherwiſe labouring it, driving his fewel, ſurniſhing a 
borſe when he rides, &c. 2dly, The loſs ſuſtained b 
the want of their collections for 5 poor; even fuppoſ- 
ing chat all the money thus raiſed is regularly diſtribated 


to the poor, yet as the pariſh ſeſſions have no acceſs to 


know to whom it is given, they are under a neceſſity of 
giving the ſame ſupplys to the poor of the pariſh, as if 
no ſuch ſum were diſtributed among them. diy, The 
loſs of work ſuſtained by the podliek, through the occa- 

ſional avocations from. buſineſs to which diſſenters are ex- 
poſed; it is not meant to take into chis calculation, an e- 
ſtimate of che laſs of work ſuſtained by Faſt days, and o- 
therwiſe attending on religious worſhip, but the loſs re- 
ferred to in * nee — 1 5 r their 
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1 After the following « clentations were deguy; taforibation was e- 
ceived of two congregations, which are in the foregoing liſt, Blair, 

 Loggy and Kinglaſſie, which leads the publiſhers to * that chere 

may be a few * £5 895 


* 5 ** 2 1 
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= INVENT time antics inen seele Wine e 
* heir party, the time allowed for ele and other purpoſ- 
es of the ſame kind muſt be very conſiderable, as ever 
one will allow who is at all acquainted with the hiſ- 
tory of Seceſſion, in the Southern counties. In eonſi- 
= dering the expence of Seceſſion to this kingdom, we muſt 
not confine ourſelves to the ſum annually expended but 
conſider this annuity as affecting the rent of land and ſtock 
in trade, therefore it is an annuity proceeding from a 
eapiral, which capital is he true article for an eſtimate 
of the expence of Seceſſion. 
3b making this ellimate, the wen: Wane has 
been ſtudied, and if any error ſhall happen, it ought to 
'be.extuſed as it is not intended, if others are led to make 
the calculation and to reaſon on it, the publiſhers will be 
very happy rae _ Sy have Yeue 23 SO o 
NN een n | 


"Money f fank as ; mentioned. in Firſt Article, 4 5 


To. a meeting houſe, ioduding the pine 5 oi [ 
of che ground, building and ſeating the © 
- bouſe for worſhip, at an average. 1 1 50 
Toa ſtance for manſe and office-houſes, 
building and ain cat ſo 48 0 | : 
make them habitable... — 109 . 
To a glebe conſiſting s/f fix acres, Sls OR ted 
- acre, yalued at four pounds 1 5 ad DS Wi 


Ro 


Fg 


thirty years purchaſe. + - 60 wr 
To utenſils for the church, particularly C 
Nan e the ene . 0 
2 315 8 
To be 1 A the pumbers of congregati „ 
ons which i . 9 +0 
'T otal amount of money daa as under Wy firſt” | 
gr is” e e 5 wits 7 


Annual 
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want of Jabour, we muſt fix as nearly as we 
can, the number of perſons come to the age 
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average. FT? 27 * ot L949 x" 3 * 72 #* TIT» 
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To the miniſters Rid at an average L 6⁰ OY 
N. B. If ſome are lower many. are above Wi Ak 


double | $14 17108} S505 1 8 
To occaſional ſervices to the miniſter a8 in "UB. 
cha article | '- - . 1 va f „ 1 * 


To communion elemente 3 
To precentors and officers Aue a £16 ray * 5 
Too aſſiſtance for Miſſionaries, mivilters 3 in „ 15 
England and Ireland with the ſalaries to the 
clerks and officers of * N and yy £5: 2201 
7 incidental expences ”* 11 ml Gf 
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Multplyed by? 190 Fa number of can, whe 25 © 
gregations, the annual payments amounts to. 14060 
As to the loſs ſuſtained by the mode of dil. es 
tibuting their collections for the poor; we hy | 
may ſuppoſe at an average that each houſe o . 


congregation, will levy five ſhillings each Sab- 


bath, this over the whole kingdom amounts to 

£47 10s each Sabbath; and to £2470 per an- ! 
num but as thepariſh ſeſſions will Gent: iT 
notice of the ſupplys given to their poor, . eee 
will reduce their proviſion accordingly, ve 8 8 
muſt not ſtate the whole of this ſum as unn 


ceſlarily expended. we ſhall ſtate this article at ese 2000 


In order to aſcertain the loſs ſuſtained by To be PR” i 


over 16,069 


of pupilarity belonging to each congregati- 


on; from the beſt information it is believed - 


char it would be near the truth, did we reck- 40 
on on an average of a thouſand, as there . * 7 
many of the diſſenting congregations: . 2 ST 
conſiſt of four, five and ſix thouſand exami- Wi 
nable perſons, but as the utmoſt moderation 
hath been ſtudied, we ſhall only reckon upon 
| 750 
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Jo us the average ain A 
- of perſons in each congrega- + Ti Op 
tion 28814 years ot᷑ ge: * bong! TI mo 3ST. 
_ this makes the total amount 13% f $15 91 as 1.05 
| . Foo. 0 ao Meets 
__ Suppoſe that f | | 
of a year, each of theſe i is PR „ DEAT ONT 
taken pff his work-ſix days. 


| loſs by being "work wilt © 55 in e 1 5 
be 235 


this ann ty occeds 1 18 90 
1 ani 


as 3s bing eee, 
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and thar each. days wert! 
worth a ſhilling;-the annul 155 n 
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um total of che ant £4 # 1750 n 
nes of ſeparation V g 8 
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pital from whence 
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b ag, ant; £ 1147640 * 
yy 6h 2dd-the ſan ſonk - 41 al 


as v under e 85 45 5 6) 6 4655 


£ ; {2 " wi is © 8 [+ 35 2 | 5: 25 by 75 $5 Wi 1,236,050 
This great * * Shove: 3 as e 
pounds will defray the expence of Seceſſion, in all me 


coming if it do not increaſe; hut from whom is chicfum raif-" 


ed? In anſwer to this, let it be obſer ved that there are on- 


ly wo great capitals in this country, the ſoil, and the 


ſtock in trade, in fact this ſum affects both the one and 


the other,; and if the above ſum were now to be replaced, 


what influence would it bave on Trade and Agriculture : 
By whom has it been removed from the circle; in one 


| word, it is a ſeparate capital, raiſed by the authority bf 
our church couxis from land and commerce, a very Hi 
tax indeed, and yet how N well pleaſed. are 
many of our richeſt people to ſubmit to it: It will be 
ſaid — this 1 gn is not ande out mm ae 270 but 


i this 
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| a8 is mere le waht is "of no gt to 0 E 1 ; 
holder or merchant, let it be illuſtrated by an example, 


A. B. a ſeceding tennant, has twenty pounds of ent 
10 pay to his maſter, he goes to him with ninzcen pounds, 
tells him that the other twenty ſhillings is Hill in the coun». 


try, for he has given it to his miniſter, and that he wants 1 8 A 
a diſcharge for his whole rent, will any land-holder „ 


a diſcharge for this reaſon ? If not, then it is no advan- 


tage to A. B. that his money is not ſent out of the con- 
try, he muſt Pay 21 pounds to his landlord and his mini- 
ſter, nor is it any advantage to the landlord, for he re- | 


ceives no more than 20 pounds. ; 
But from whoſe pocket does this 20 ſhillings: come, 


which is paid to the miniſter ? It is evident that A. B. 
could live as well as he does, improve his ground at he 4 5 
ſame expence he preſently lays out on it, and pay 21 
Pay of rent if he were not a ſeceder, fo. chat De 


and properly it comes out of the land-holders pocket. 155 
It will be objected, that when à farm is to be ſet, 4 


ſeceder will give as much for it as any other, to this i it 


werea ſufficient anſwer to ſay that he cannot afford it. But 
if gentlemen would attend to it they will find in general, 


that the expence of Seceſſion is taken from the improve- . 


ment of their land, and thus it continues a Falling 1 incum- 


| brance on their eſtates. © : 


The concluſion is a very Tea one, that the 
Jand- holders of Scotland, have aſſiſted fome leading men 


in the church to take out of their own pockets the ſum 


of twelve hundred thouſand pounds ſterling ; which bas 
been applyed to a purpoſe, neither profitable to the ſtate, _ 
nor to individuals, except to a few diflenting elergymen: 


and yet by the over-ruling providence of God this wan-../ 
tonneſs in throwing away their money, is likely to be 
one great mean of preſerving the knowledge of the gol- 


| among us, and tranſmitting it to poſterity, who will 
probably bare different views from our which at we 8 
ſent l 5 A I 


THE END. _ 
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